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Love is Stronger Than Hate 

Rev. Erin Tamayo, AFN’s Executive Director, addresses 
the crowd at  the Phoenix Islamic Cultural Center on June  1st. 

Chances are, if you didn’t attend the 
“Love is Stronger than Hate” event 
on June 1st, you know someone who 
did.  Between 500-700 faith leaders, 
community supporters and people 
from all walks of life came out to 
demonstrate a strong message of 
solidarity with the Phoenix Islamic 
Community Center at an event co-
sponsored by Arizona Faith Network. 

 The message of the evening drew 
from desire to demonstrate solidari-
ty with our Muslim brothers and sis-

ters whom had been targeted by An-
ti-Muslim protestors just days be-
fore.  The peace and support as well 
as the flowers left at each of the 6 
windows proved the sentiment that 
“We are all brothers and sisters in 
faith and together we are stronger.” 
Arizona Faith Network thanks all who 
came out that evening and invites us 
all to continue learning more about 
one another, people of different 
faiths and different backgrounds, to 
be able to better understand each 
other  while promoting peace. 

Did You Know… 

Arizona Faith Network 

has two mission impera-

tives:  

1) Civil Discourse– facili-
tating conversations 
with people of faith, 
government and our 
community around 
issues for the common 
good 

2) Community Transfor-
mation– Collectively 
coming together to 
promote love, respect 
and justice for all, es-
pecially the most vul-
nerable. 

Our Imperatives work in a 
cyclical fashion in which 
our Discourse leads to 
Action and Action leads 
to Discourse. 

 

 

Reflection  Action 
Are you a Partner of AFN? 

AFN would like to welcome you to the Network!  
We are now open to partners of all types: Denomi-
nations, Faith Communities, Organizations, Minis-
terial Groups and Individual Friends.   

Wondering what it takes to be a partner?  It’s 
easy… check it out at www.azfaithnetwork.org 
under “Membership-Become a Partner” 

Sun Devils are Better Together: 

New Partners of AFN 
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“Being Together, Talking Together, Acting Together”  

Planning for our Future– Together 
What is AFN working on these days?  
This is what we came together to dis-
cuss as a community at our AFN An-
nual Meeting held at the Beatitudes 
campus in May.  In regards to our Mis-
sional Imperatives, AFN has agreed to 
focus on one or two “issues” per year.  
But just what issues are on the minds 
and hearts of our partners and com-
munity groups? This is where we 
needed input.   

On May 6th, we invited our partners 
and community organizations to meet 
together and discuss all the possibilities.  At the end of these conversa-
tions and a yummy lunch, each individual was asked to offer their top 3 
choices for focus issues for this coming year.   

Just what is being done with this input?  AFN has taken these suggestions, 
tallied them up, and now a planning committee has come together to as-
sess the possibilities ahead.  How will we choose?   

For one thing, we will be looking at who we can partner with to build coa-
litions and where we can serve as a unique faith voice in the community.  
We also want to be sure that we can make a difference on the issues and 
that there are various ways that people can get involved. 

After the planning committee has assessed the possibilities, the hope is to 
present our recommendation and a plan of implementation to the AFN 
board of directors for their approval at their next meeting in October.  
May God Illuminate our hearts and minds in the process. 

Gbye to John D 

“We are ALL IN COMMUNITY Together” 
Arizona Faith Network hosted a Theologically Based Community Conversation 
in May to open up the theological conversation from various faith back-
grounds about what it means to belong to a “Community”  and to raise aware-
ness about the One PHX ID initiative which hopes to promote a more inclusive 
community within the metropolitan area of Phoenix.  “Powerful emotional 
connection and trust, help build a community” Rabbi Bonnie of Congregation 

Kehillah taught us in her closing reflec-
tion.  Imam Ahmad from the Tempe Is-
lamic Community Center spoke regarding Islam- “Sharing with others is the sign 
of the living faith that we have in our heart.”   

Viridiana Hernandez and Rev. Rock Freemont shared with us how the 1 PHX ID 
initiative will help benefit virtually all members of our community especially peo-
ple who are homeless, aging, or immigrant, as well as survivors of domestic vio-
lence.  The Arizona Faith Network Board of Directors has signed on as a sup-
porting organization for this initiative.  

More Community Conversations will be hosted this fall!!! Check out our Web-
site or For Facebook for more information. 

 

AFN says Goodbye 
to a Good Friend,  

Arizona Faith Network wishes 
the best to our former Board 
President and long time part-

ner– Rev. 
Dr. John 
Dorhauer.  

Rev. John, 
who has 
served as 
the Con-
ference 
Minister 
of the SW 
UCC Con-
ference, 
has now 
been se-
lected to 

serve as the General Minister 
and President of the UCC De-
nomination.  We know that 
God has great things in store 
with John as in this office.  We 
look forward to celebrating 
with the United Church of 
Christ how God continues to 
speak through John’s ministry.  
We wish both he and his wife 
Mimi the best in their new 
home community of Cleve-
land, Ohio.   

Imam Ahmad Shqeirat, Rabbi Bonnie 
Sharfman and Rev. Rock Freemont 
spoke on the interfaith panel 


